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                            The Church Jesus Wants  

                               The seven churches of Revelation –  
                                           Part 3 – Pergamos  
                  – the marriage between the church and the world 
 
Introduction & recap: 
The seven churches in Revelation chapters 2 and 3 are the main prophetic 
message to the church throughout the ages. Studying them gives us a clear 
vision of what Jesus wants His church to be. 
 
The name of the first church Ephesus meant “desirable” or “first”, 

representing the early church. Jesus 
told the church that she had good 
works but had lost her first love, 
without which she ceased to become 
pleasing to Him. Today we also need 
to be careful to maintain that first 
love and not just fall into a routine of 
good works without real love (see 
also 1 Corinthians 13). 
 
The second church, which is 
Smyrna, meant “suffering” and 
represented the church that suffered 
ten brutal persecutions under the 
Romans during the first three 
centuries. There are an even greater 
quantity of believers around the 
world today who are suffering greatly 
for their faith, being imprisoned, 
tortured and killed. Let’s pray for 
them and when opportunity arises 
get involved in helping them.  
 
The third church, Pergamos, 
represents a pivotal event in 313 AD 
which was to change the landscape 
of the church forever: 
 

To the angel of the church in Pergamos write 
- Pergamos is thought to mean “marriage” or “union” and refers to the time 
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that the persecution ended and a complete reversal took place. It is the one 
single event that has shaped the nature of the church more than any other to 
this day. 

These are the words of him who has the sharp, double-edged sword. I know 
where you live—where Satan has his throne.  
These are strong words that reflect the horror of what happened. Jesus 
comes with the “double-edged sword” to divide between that which is of God 
and that which is of the world. What happened was as follows:  
 
From its beginnings to the end of the third century the church had been 
severely persecuted. There were ten persecutions under Roman Emperors 
and at least three, Nero, Trajan and Diocletian, tried to stamp out the church 
altogether. Yet they could only tear up the plants without pulling out the root, 
and like a pruned tree, the church grew stronger and healthier. 
 
As the real Enemy, Satan, could not destroy it, he adopted a different tactic: 
“If you can’t beat them, join them”. But he entered the church like a wolf in 
sheep’s clothing, and it was to bring about the beginning of the State Church, 
a concept that has continued to this day in many countries around the world. 
 
So what happened? Emperor Constantine the First was said to have had a 
dream, and in the dream he saw the sign of the cross and was told “by this 
sign conquer”. He went into battle against Maxentius who had usurped the 
throne in Rome, and with the cross held high and on the soldiers shields he 
won the battle. As a result of this, the Roman Empire was declared Christian 
by the edict of Milan in 313 AD, and people were encouraged to join the faith, 
often being given a material reward for doing so. 
 
In 325 AD the council of Nicaea was convened by Constantine. Bishops 
came from around the world to discuss and agree on a united creed which we 
know today as the “Nicene creed”. But once they had assembled, the 
Emperor walked into their midst: "Resplendent in purple and gold, 
Constantine made a ceremonial entrance” It was as if the world had walked 
into the church and taken pride of place. The link between the church and 
state started on that momentous day and has continued until now. 
 
Yet you remain true to my name. You did not renounce your faith in me, not 
even in the days of Antipas, my faithful witness, who was put to death in your 
city—where Satan lives. 
Much before this event Antipas, whose name means “against all”, was said to 
be ordained Bishop of Pergamos by John. In 92 AD he was martyred and it 
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was reported that when advised: "Antipas, the whole world is against you!"  
Antipas reputedly replied: "Then I am against the whole world!" 

Nevertheless, I have a few things against you: There are some among you 
who hold to the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to entice the Israelites 
to sin so that they ate food sacrificed to idols and committed sexual 
immorality.  
The teaching of Balaam was to mix the church with the world. In other words, 
compromise; it’s trying to be a Christian but not declaring our faith and 
keeping ourselves holy. The concept of the confessional was born, by which 
at its worst you could do what you like and then visit the priest in the 
confessional and be pardoned for what you had done. While it is true that “if 
we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us and cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9) yet a true believer will hate the sin he 
commits and cry out to God to cleanse him (see Romans 7). A sign of a true 
believer is that he wants to live a holy life. 
 
Likewise, you also have those who hold to the teaching of the Nicolaitans. 
Repent therefore! Otherwise, I will soon come to you and will fight against 
them with the sword of my mouth. 
In the church of Ephesus we found that they “hated the practices of the 
Nicolaitans” (Greek = ruler of the laity) but now they have got rooted in the 
church. The concept of a priestly class is being taught. The Bible clearly 
teaches that we are a “Kingdom of priests”. The “priesthood of all believers” is 
a major teaching in the New Testament: that each one of us has access to 
God through Jesus Christ without the need of another human mediator.  
 
The entry of the world into the church and the financial and social 
encouragement given by Rome to join her meant that multitudes were coming 
in who didn’t really believe. Therefore it seemed necessary to teach that 
qualified people were needed to administer the sacraments and go between 
God and His people.  
 
While the marriage of the church and state seemed like a victory as it 
stopped the persecution and allowed Christians a privileged place, yet it also 
spelt the compromise of the church. We are supposed to be a holy people, 
set apart to offer to God pure sacrifices of praise, thanks and worship.  
 
Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To the 
one who is victorious, I will give some of the hidden manna. I will also give 
that person a white stone with a new name written on it, known only to the 
one who receives it. 
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For I’m building a people of power 
And I’m making a people of praise 
That will move through this land 
by my spirit 
And will glorify my precious name 
 
Build Your Church Lord 
Make us strong Lord 
Join our hearts Lord 
Through Your Son 
Make us one Lord 
In your body 
In the Kingdom  
Of Your Son 
 
 
Dave Richards Copyright © 1977 Thankyou 
Music tym@kingsway.co.uk  
 

If we have ears to hear then let’s open them wide and take to heart this vital 
teaching. The hidden manna represents the fact that in the state church it’s 
necessary to find, in the midst of falsity, the genuine core of truth and to eat 
of the pure word of God, like finding a ship finding the port in the midst of a 
sea of fog. The white stone is the mark of the true believer who has found the 
Lord; only we know in our hearts if we 
are really saved; if our faith is genuine 
and unfeigned. 
 
Should the church be 
disestablished? 
So while the marriage between the 
church and state alleviated 
persecution, it also produced much 
compromise. The question therefore 
arises: Should the church and state 
be separated? The term used for this 
is “disestablishment” and the topic 
has long been argued with those for 
and against; the original genuine 
longest non-technical word in the 
English language is 
antidisestablishmentarianism, which 
means to be against those who are 
against the disestablishment of the 
church! 
 
The writer’s own position is that while being aware of the dangers of 
compromise that the state church can produce, we do better to train our 
energy into building the Kingdom of God where we live, not linked to the state 
church but working together with individual believers who may belong to it. 
 
Conclusion: 
Jesus wants a pure church filled with love for Him and one another. Let’s feed 
daily on the “hidden manna” and as a church grow ever closer to Him and 
one another! 
 
In the next church, Thyatira, we will see the results of the compromised church, 
drifting into form and ever further away from the model laid out for us in the New 
Testament. 

 
Songs: For I’m building a people of power; The church’s one foundation 
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